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Headquarters records indicate that you are time eligible to 
apply for the Moo Duk Kwan® 2022 Ko Dan Ja Shim Sa. 

 
We hope this letter finds you and your family in good health and spirits, 
Based on Federation records you are time eligible for the 2022 Ko Dan Ja Shim Sa 
which is tentatively scheduled November 4-11 or 11-18, 2022 at a location yet to 
be determined.  
 
This is not an invitation to test as you still need to provide additional information 
to move forward in the 2022 KDJSS application process: 

1. Make sure your membership dues, fees and account balances are 
current and in good standing 
 

2. Obtain a signed recommendation from your personal instructor.  
a. Download computer fillable form on the questionnaire page 
b. Mail or email your signed recommendation form to 

headquarters@soobahkdo.com  
 

3. Complete the online KDJSS questionnaire for your target rank. 
a. https://kdjss.soobahkdo.org/2022-kdjss-time-eligible-questionnaire-8th-9th-10th-dan/ 
b. https://kdjss.soobahkdo.org/2022-kdjss-time-eligible-questionnaire-4th-5th-6th-7th-dan/  

 
4. Upload your required hyung videos as your KDJSS pre-evaluation 

a. https://kdjss.soobahkdo.org/kdjss-pre-evaluation-videos-2022/  
 

5. Complete Your Background Check  
a. Active Background Check and Continuing Education subscription required on Institute 

i. https://soobahkdo.biz/background-checks-and-continuing-education/  (Activate your 
subscription and apply for your background check now) 
 

6. Acquire, complete and bring to the Shim Sa: (Sa Bom Certified can disregard) 
a. https://soobahkdo.biz/how-do-i-become-a-moo-duk-kwan-certified-instructor/  

i. Sa Bom Certification Kit if applying for Sa Bom Certification 
ii. Bu Sa Bom Instructor Certification Kit if you are Kyo Sa Certified 
iii. Kyo Bom Certification Study Kit if you are NOT Kyo Sa Certified 

 
Your submissions are due BEFORE APRIL 30, 2022.   Your questionnaire responses will be forwarded to Regional 
Officials and TAC Officials after APRIL 30th for the TAC’s recommendation process and then final selections will be 
made about who shall be invited as 2022 KDJSS Candidates.  Formal invitations will be sent mid-May. 
 
To support 2022 KDJSS Candidate preparation the Technical Advisory Committee will be scheduling educational Ko 
Dan Ja Shim Sa preparation seminars via Zoom and you are invited to attend when those dates and times are 
announced. Visitor tracks and mature practitioner tracks are also planned at the Moment With Masters and Ko Dan ja 
Shim Sa should you just want to enjoy advanced training, but are not testing in 2022. 
 
We are excited about your eligibility and the opportunity to share this meaningful Moo Duk Kwan® experience with 
you. I look forward to receiving your questionnaire responses. 
 
In Moo Do, 

 
Craig Hays 
Chairman, TAC 
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TIME ELIGIBILITY REVISIONS FOR ADVANCED RANKS 

 
In 1945 the Moo Duk Kwan was founded by Kwan Jang Nim Hwang Kee. Hwang Kee was the first 
member of the Moo Duk Kwan and became Moo Duk Kwan Kwan Jang Nim. When the Moo Duk 
Kwan was founded, the belt rank system was different from the one we are familiar with today. 
Gup ranks originally included White, Green, and Red belts. The Orange belt was added in 1975 
to provide additional advancement between White and Green belt. In 1948 the first Dan 
members were promoted by the Founder and the path through Dan ranks was officially begun. 
At that time the Founder looked ahead and anticipated adult members could progress as far as 
9th (Gu) Dan. 
 
Over the decades the average age of new members has continued to decrease, resulting in Ko 
Dan Ja member attaining senior rank (8th & 9th Dan) while still relatively young and capable of 
continuing to train for decades. The number of Ko Dan Ja eligible for senior rank are also 
increasing. There also exist cases where an instructor and student may attain the same rank in 
the future. The need has arisen to establish criteria for advancement of senior Ko Dan Ja beyond 
9th Dan. Three advancements of the Moo Duk Kwan will address these needs: 
 
1) Establishment of 10th (Sip) Dan as a formal Dan rank 
2) Extending minimum time requirements for 8th, 9th, and 10th Dan 
3) Establishment of a Senior Ko Dan Ja (8th, 9th, 10th Dan) Questionnaire to validate a 
member’s readiness to be considered for rank promotion. 
 
1) Establishment of 10th Dan as a formal Dan Rank 
Effective January 2021 the Moo Duk Kwan will add 10th Dan as a formal rank. The rank will 
continue to be reflected by midnight blue belt with a red stripe down the center. There will not 
be any additional title associated with 10th Dan. Members awarded the rank of 10th Dan will be 
the highest reflection of the master model of a Sa Bom. 
 
2) New minimum time requirements for 8th, 9th, 10th Dan 
Effective January 2021 Moo Duk Kwan rank requirements were amended to: 
 
*7th Dans require a minimum of 9 Years additional training to be time eligible for 8th Dan 
*8th Dans require a minimum of 10 Years additional training to be time eligible for 9th Dan 
*9th Dans require a minimum of 12 Years additional training to be time eligible for 10th Dan 
 
Note: Time eligibility alone does not assure recommendation for advancement to next rank. 
 
3) Senior Ko Dan Ja Questionnaire 
The purpose of the following questionnaire is to gather information for Kwan Jang Nim and TAC 
to take in to consideration when determining whether or not a senior candidate's contributions 
and accomplishments are adequate to be considered for rank advancement. 
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